THE CHARTER

Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen Defender of the Faith 

To all whom these Presents shall come greeting:

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS in or about the year 1864 certain of Our Subjects formed themselves into a Society called "THE NEWSPAPER PRESS FUND" having for its object to raise by voluntary donations subscriptions and bequests a Fund for the assistance and relief of beneficiaries in adverse circumstances and the widows orphans or other dependent relatives of deceased beneficiaries and have humbly besought Us to grant them and those who shall hereafter subscribe to the same Our Royal Charter of incorporation for the purposes aforesaid and hereafter more particularly expressed. 

THE NEWSPAPER PRESS FUND

NOW KNOW YE THAT WE being desirous of encouraging a design so honourable and salutary have of Our especial grace certain knowledge and mere notion willed granted and declared and WE DO BY THESE Presents for Us Our heirs and successors WILL GRANT AND DECLARE that Sir ALGERNON BORTHWICK Baronet M.P. President of the said Fund H.R.H. GEORGE Duke of CAMBRIDGE HENRY EDWARD Cardinal MANNING JOHN DUKE OF RUTLAND the Right Hon. the Marquess of HARTINGTON M.P. the Right Hon. EDWARD Earl of DERBY GEORGE Earl of PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY EDWARD Earl of POWIS the Right Hon. GRANVILLE Earl GRANVILLE the Right Hon. HENRY Viscount HAMPDEN the right Hon. JOHN BARON COLERIDGE ALFRED BARON TENNYSON the Right Hon. WILLIAM HENRY SMITH the Right Hon. HUGH CULLING EARDLEY CHILDERS the Right Hon. CHARLES PELHAM VILLIERS Sir JOHN WHITTAKER ELLIS Baronet Sir ANDREW CLARK Baronet Sir THEODORE MARTIN Knight Commander of the Bath Sir JOHN RICHARD SOMERS VINE HYDE CLARKE Esquire Treasurer of the said Fund EDWARD LAWSON Journalist WILLIAM HOWARD RUSSELL Doctor of Laws Journalist and ENOCH GIBBON SALISBURY Barrister-at-Law. Trustees of the said FUND BENJAMIM WARD RICHARDSON Doctor of Medicine WILLIAM HENRY MUDFORD Journalist JOHN WILLIAM COOPER Doctor of Laws Barrister-at-Law THOMPSON COOPER Journalist WILLIAM ARCHER CUTHBERTSON Journalist BROCKWELL DALTON Journalist WILLIAM MACKENZIE DUCKWORTH Journalist HENRY FINDON Journalist RICHARD GOWING Journalist JAMES HECKSCHER Journalist ROBERT LEWIS JAMES Journalist WILLIAM ERNEST PITT Journalist EDWARD EDEN PEACOCK Journalist JOSEPH PULLAN Journalist CHARLES HENDERSON SCOTT Barrister-at-Law WILLIAM SENIOR Journalist JAMES TODD Barrister-at-Law GOODENOUGH TAYLOR Journalist HUGH GILZEAN REID President of the Institute of Journalists and JOHN HENRY DOYLE Journalist and all other such persons as now are members of the said Society known as "The Newspaper Press Fund" and all such persons as may hereafter become Members of the body corporate hereby constituted according to the provision of these Presents and their successors shall for ever hereafter be by virtue of these Presents one body politic and corporate by the name of "The Newspaper Press Fund" and by the name aforesaid shall have perpetual succession and a common seal with full power and authority to alter vary break and renew the same of their discretion and by the same name to sue and be sued implead and be impleaded answer and be answered unto in every Court of Us Our heirs and successors and shall be able and capable in law to take purchase possess and enjoy to them and their successors any goods and chattels whatsoever and also be able and capable in law notwithstanding the Statutes of Mortmain to take purchase hold possess and enjoy to them and their successors any messuages lands tenements and hereditaments whatsoever situated within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland not exceeding in the whole the annual value of three thousand pounds such annual value to be calculated and ascertained at the respective period or times of acquiring the same and shall be able and capable in law to part demise alien or otherwise dispose of all or any of the lands tenements or hereditaments purchased held possessed and enjoyed by them as they shall think proper but that no sale mortgage incumbrance or other disposition of any lands tenements or hereditaments belonging to the said body politic and corporate shall be made except with the approbation and concurrence of a majority of at least three-fourths of the voters at a General Meeting specially convened for that purpose 

OBJECTS

AND WE FURTHER WILL GRANT AND DECLARE that the said Members may by the name aforesaid act in all the concerns of the said body politic and corporate as fully and effectually to all intents effects constructions and purposes whatsoever as any other of our liege subjects or any other body politic and incorporate in our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland might do in their own respective concerns.

AND WE WILL GRANT AND DECLARE that the said body politic and corporate is hereby established for the purpose of assisting and relieving persons connected with the Newspaper Press or the widows orphans or other dependent relatives of such persons.
MEMBERS AND BENEFICIARIES

AND OUR WILL AND PLEASURE IS and we further grant and declare that the persons eligible to be Members of the said body politic and corporate shall comprise the present Trustees and all their successors as Trustees together with all those who are members of the Society at the time of the Grant of this Supplemental Charter but that no others shall be admitted to membership in the future.  The Beneficiaries shall include the whole paid class of contributors to the Newspaper Press of the United Kingdom namely Editors Proprietors Managers Sub-Editors Leader Writers Reporters Artists Reviewers Fine Art Musical and Dramatic Critics Commercial Writers Correspondents in the United Kingdom and abroad including the Correspondents of Foreign Newspapers residing in the United Kingdom and any other journalists and the word person shall include women.
    
OFFICERS AND COUNCIL

AND WE DO HEREBY ALSO WILL GRANT AND DECLARE that there shall be a President Vice-Presidents Auditors and Council of the said body politic and corporate and that the Council which shall be the Board of Trustees of the said Fund shall be comprised of not more than 9 and no fewer than 4 members including Chair and Vice Chair. Members of the said body politic and corporate shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting in each year according to the Regulations now or which hereafter may be in force.


GENERAL MEETINGS

AND WE FURTHER WILL GRANT AND DECLARE that there shall be a General Meeting of the Members of the said body corporate and politic hereby established to be held annually on such day in the first quarter of each year as the Bye-Laws may appoint.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OBJECTS

AND WE FURTHER WILL GRANT AND DECLARE that the Council shall direct and manage the affairs of the said body politic and corporate and that the said Council shall take into consideration all applications recommendations and suggestions to be made or addressed to the said body politic and corporate for the assistance and relief of the persons in adverse circumstances and shall determine what persons are the proper objects to be relieved and also the amount of the relief to be granted and the decision of the said Council shall be final. 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

OUR WILL AND PLEASURE IS that Sir ALGERNON BORTHWICK Bart. M.P. shall be the first President of the said body politic and corporate that HYDE CLARKE Esq. shall be the first Treasurer and that the first Members of the Council shall be Sir JOHN RICHARD SOMERS VINE Dr JOHN WILLIAM COOPER THOMPSON COOPER BROCKWELL DALTON WILLIAM MACKENZIE DUCKWORTH HENRY FINDON RICHARD COWING JAMES HECKSCHER ROBERT LEWIS JAMES WILLIAM ERNEST PITT EDWARD EDEN PEACOCK JOSEPH PULLAN CHARLES HENDERSON SCOTT WILLIAM SENIOR JAMES TODD GOODENOUGH TAYLOR AND WALTER WOOD.OUR FURTHER WILL AND PLEASURE IS that they and each of them shall hold their respective offices until the due election of their successors which shall take place at a General Meeting of the body politic and corporate to be held within six calendar months of the date of the grant of the Charter.

BYE-LAWS

AND OUR WILL AND PLEASURE IS that the Council may from time to time make revoke alter and amend Bye-Laws. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS

WE DO FURTHER WILL AND DECLARE that the existing rules and regulations of the said Society shall so far as they are applicable apply to the Corporation its Council Members and affairs until Bye-Laws made under these Presents have come into force and may be amended or replaced a the Council may consider necessary. 

CHARTER CHANGES

WE DO FURTHER BY THESE PRESENTS DECLARE that it is Our will and pleasure that these Presents may be repealed  altered amended or added to by any Charter granted by Us Our Heirs and Successors at anytime hereafter and accepted by a majority of two-thirds of the Members of the Corporation at a meeting specially summoned for the purpose. 

CONCLUSION

In witness Whereof we have caused these Our Letters to be made patent 

Witness Ourself at Westminster the 17th day of December in the 54th year of our Reign 

By Warrant under the Queen's Sign Manual L.S. MUIR MACKENZIE


In the matter of the Charity called The Newspaper Press Fund regulated by Royal Charter dated the 17th December 1890; and In the matter of the Charities Act, 1960.THE CHARITY COMMISSIONERS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES HEREBY ORDER that the following Scheme be approved and made:-  
                                                                   
SCHEME 1.  

1.  Operation of Scheme- The following provisions shall come into operation as a Scheme amending the provisions relating to the administration of the property held by the above mentioned Charity if and when Her Majesty thinks fit to amend the above mentioned Royal Charter in such manner as will permit the Scheme to have effect.

2.  Application of Property- If and in so far as the property of the Charity is not required for application in accordance with the provisions of the said Royal Charter the same may be applied towards the relief of journalists engaged in the radio and television broadcasting media of the United Kingdom who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress and the dependant relatives of such persons. 

Sealed by the Order of the Commissioners this 4th day of December 1980 
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